Living Hope – Equipping Track

The Mission of the Church

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

A Mission to Fulfil

Jesus’ last command to his disciples was to ‘go and make disciples…’ They were to go throughout the world, calling people to follow Jesus. As disciples of Jesus in our generation, we inherit this command to continue his mission – to reach out to lost mankind and bring them back to God.

Read Mark 1:14-18.

	What response did Jesus want from his hearers?

	     


	What job did he say he’d give his followers?

	     


Read Luke 5:31-32.

	What did Jesus say he had come to do?

	     


Just as the Lord Jesus came to call sinners to repent and to enter God’s kingdom by faith, so he sends us on the same mission. “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” (John 20:21). Check out these Scriptures too: Matthew 20:28; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:46-47.

Spiritual Fruitfulness

In the parable of the Sower, Jesus describes 4 different responses to the gospel message (Mark 4:13-20). Some fail to respond at all, some believe for only a short time. Assuming you have already passed these two challenges, the next is more difficult: “Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the word, making it unfruitful.” (verses 18-19). Many fall at this hurdle and fail to produce spiritual fruit. But God’s desire and plan is to multiply the spiritual life he has placed within us – to make us fruitful.

What do you see as the biggest hindrance to spiritual fruitfulness in your life at present?

	     

	     


Listen to the words of Jesus:

“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.” (John 15:16)

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5)

“Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop – thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown.” (Mark 4:20)

The crop is, of course, the spiritual harvest – other lives brought to the Lord Jesus to receive eternal salvation – fruit that will last forever!

What does it Mean to be ‘Lost’?

Write out Luke 19:10.

	     

	     


To be spiritually ‘lost’ is the opposite of being spiritually ‘found’ or ‘saved’. Those the Bible describes as ‘lost’ are lost to God, like a lost sheep that is separated from its shepherd.

Look at the consequences of spiritual ‘lostness’:

“Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” (John 3:18)

“Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God’s wrath remains on him.” (John 3:36)

“This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 13:49-50)

“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels…  …Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” (Matthew 25:41,46)

“He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power…” (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9)

Finally, read Revelation 20:11 – 21:8. Those whose names are in the ‘Book of Life’ are the same ones described later as ‘his people’. Everyone is destined either to share in God’s new age (where there is no more death or mourning or crying or pain) or to perish in the lake of fire. And how can a person escape condemnation and gain eternal life? By faith in Jesus! (see John 5:24). But how can they believe unless someone shares the message with them?

“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us…” (2 Corinthians 5:20 – see also Romans 10:14-15).

How Much Does It Matter?

Many Christians are confused about this point – because they have not read and understood God’s word. They think that somehow God will eventually accept most people into his kingdom – surely only the very worst, the really wicked people (like Hitler), will perish in hell forever! Read Matthew 7:13-14.

Others think that just ‘going to church’ makes them okay. Read Matthew 7:21-23.

Others think that as long as you believe a religion (any will do!), or as long as you are sincere in what you believe, you’ll be okay. Read John 14:6; Acts 4:12 and

1 Timothy 2:5.

So, how much does it matter? Jesus concluded his parable about the lost sheep by saying, “…there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.” (Luke 15:7)

Write out Acts 20:24 to discover the attitude of the Apostle Paul:

	     

	     

	     

	     


See also John 20:30-31; 1 Timothy 2:3-4; 2 Peter 3:9.

Our Motive: Love

The motive that spurs us to reach out to others is of the utmost importance. If we try to reach unbelievers because of guilt or fear or obligation, we will fail. Only as we feel the depth of God’s love for lost mankind will we be able to treat people with the necessary kindness and respect. Only then will we persevere and not give up, because they have become precious to us.

Here are some pointers for us:

· God loves the world.
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

· Jesus had compassion on the people.

“When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’” (Matthew 9:36-38)

· Genuinely loving one another in the community of the church provides the springboard for effective outreach.

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)

· The Apostle Paul sets us an example.

“We loved you so much that we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well, because you had become so dear to us.” 

(1 Thessalonians 2:8)

· The Apostle Peter shows us how to approach unbelievers.

“But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behaviour in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.” (1 Peter 3:15-16)

Finally, read 2 Corinthians 5:14-21.

	What motivated Paul to pour out his life in the service of Christ?

	     


What is our role in God’s plan?
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